Guided tours
of the main building of the Saeima
Anyone who is interested may visit the
main building of the Saeima in order to
learn more about the everyday work of
the parliament, to see the unique archi
tecture of the building and to learn
about its history.

Tour coordination

Tours of the main building of the Saeima
take place on business days from 9:00 to
16:30. On Thursdays, the visitors have
an opportunity to observe MPs at work.
The main building of the Saeima can be
visited in groups, as well as individually.
Single visitors are included in signed-up
group tours. In order to provide as many
tours of the building as possible, each
tour is planned to last up to an hour.
Upon entry to the main building of the
Saeima, a person must present a per
sonal identification document to the
security officer, and the person is sub
ject to a security check. The tours are
usually guided by a staff member of the
Protocol Division. Upon prior agree
ment, the tour may be guided by an MP
or another staff member of the Saeima.

Young visitors of the Saeima in the Yellow Room

Number of visitors
From Monday to Thursday, the num
ber of persons in a group should not
exceed 30. On Fridays, groups of up to
50 visitors are welcome.

Tour plan
Guided tours usually start in the grand
vestibule of the main building of the
Saeima. Visitors have an opportunity to

view the room where gifts to the Saeima
are on display, as well as the Red Room,
the Yellow Room, the Voting Room
and the Plenary Chamber. If during
the tour a plenary sitting is in progress,
visitors have an opportunity to sit in
the visitors’ gallery, but on days when
there are no sittings, they may enter the
MPs’ sector as long as they follow the
instructions of the tour guide. In the

Access to the building is free.

Applying for
a guided tour

In order to visit the main building
of the Saeima, one should sign up at
least one week in advance by phoning
+371 67087485 or +371 67087127 or by
emailing ekskursijas@saeima.lv.
At least two days before the tour, a
complete list of visitors containing the
confirmed date and time of the tour;
the name, surname, and PIN of each
member of the group; and the name of
the responsible contact person must be
faxed to +371 67087380 or emailed to
ekskursijas@saeima.lv.
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Group of visitors in the Plenary Chamber
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Learn more!

At the Visitor and Information Cen
tre, visitors in groups up to 25 persons
have a chance to hear a short presenta
tion about the activities of the Saeima,
the legislative process, history and tra
ditions of the Saeima. Visitor groups
of more than 25 persons can hear the
same presentation in the Red Room.
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Visitors view the gifts of public officials

MPs’ sector, visitors are not allowed to
enter the area of the Presidium, to take
the seats of the President of Latvia, the
Prime Minister or members of parlia
ment nor to stand at the rostrum.

rum; they should not talk loudly, talk
on mobile phones or eat. They should
follow the instructions of the security
officers and the staff members of the
Protocol Division.

Internal
regulations

Visitors who want more than the regu
lar guided tour (for example, visit the
library or the cafeteria or view an ex
hibition at the library’s reading room)
must inform the Protocol Division
upon signing up for the tour.

The visitors must be appropriately at
tired; visitors wearing shorts, sports
outfits or beach wear are not admitted.
It is prohibited to bring in firearms,
explosives, flammable substances, or
sharp objects. During the tour, visitors
should conduct themselves with deco

Students from Riga State Gymnasium No. 1
visiting the Saeima as part of the Meet the
Saeima programme
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Visitors are allowed to take photo
graphs and videos as long as they fol
low the instructions of the tour guide.
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HISTORY
• The tradition of organising guided
tours of the main building of the
Saeima started with the election
of the 5th Saeima in 1993. Since the
reconstruction of the Plenary Chamber in 1997, the number of visitors
has grown annually, reaching approximately 150 visitors per week
in the beginning of 2009. In 2008, a
record number of people – almost
9,000 – toured the main building of
the Saeima.
• Since 2008, each September the
Saeima has been hosting Open
Door Day, during which the parliament receives about 2,000 visitors.
On this day, visitors have a chance to
see more of the main building of the
Saeima than during regular guided
tours – they have an opportunity to
walk throughout the building and see
the function rooms, as well as learn a
lot about the everyday work of the
parliament.
• The Saeima also participates in the
Night of Museums. The last Night of
Museums was held on 18 May 2013,
when more than 4,000 people visited
the main building of the Saeima.
During the Night of Museums, visitors
can view the architecture and interior
design of the building, as well as see
various exhibitions devoted to the
theme of the Night of Museums.
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