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After the restoration of Latvia’s 
independence, at the 5th plenary 
sitting held on 15 July 1993 during an 
extraordinary session, the newly elected 
5th Saeima set up the National Security 
Committee (hereinafter – Committee) 
along with other standing committees. 
The Committee supervises and performs 
parliamentary scrutiny over national 
security agencies. There are three such 
agencies established in the National 
Security Law:  Constitution Protection 
Bureau, Military Intelligence and 
Security Service, and Security Police. The 
Committee Chairperson is a member of 
the National Security Council.
The responsibilities and rights of the 
Committee, as defined in special laws, 
are as follows: 
• To assess and approve draft budgets 

of national security agencies 
• To exercise parliamentary scrutiny 

over the activities and use of budget 
funds of national security agencies

• To hear reports by the Cabinet of 
Ministers and heads of national 
security agencies about the work 
of national security agencies, as 
well as to consider results from the 
supervision of the activities of these 
agencies

• To consider proposals for the 
approval to office or dismissal of 
the Director of the Constitution 
Protection Bureau

• To examine the National Security 
Plan after it has been elaborated and 
approved by the Cabinet of Ministers

• To hear reports and overviews by the 
heads of national security agencies, 
as well as to review working 
documents and information of these 

National Security Committee

agencies, except documents on 
sources of confidential information

• To hear reports and overviews 
by the heads of investigative 
agencies, to consider results from 
the supervision of the activities 
of these agencies, as well as to 
review working documents and 
information of these agencies, 
except documents on sources of 
confidential information 

The principles for forming the 
Committee have changed over the 
course of time. So far, the principle 
of equal representation – each 
political party elected to the Saeima 
is represented in the Committee by 
one member – has been recognised as 
the most appropriate. Currently, the 
Committee consists of six members; 
the Chairperson is Solvita Āboltiņa 
(Unity), the Deputy Chairman is 
Kārlis Seržants (Union of Greens and 

Farmers) and the Secretary is Ringolds 
Balodis (For Latvia from the Heart).
MPs that have been elected to the 
Committee must obtain a first-level 
security clearance to access secret 
information and, following Latvia’s 
accession to the EU and NATO, they 
must also obtain a certificate necessary 
for working with documents of these 
organisations.  
According to the Committee’s decision, 
the meetings of the Committee 
are closed and classified. Meetings 
usually take place once a week on 
Wednesdays. Meetings are convened 
by the Chairperson. 
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